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Introduction: Welcome to today's toolbox talk on electrical disconnects safety. Electrical disconnects are 

critical components in electrical systems that allow you to isolate power sources for maintenance and 

repair. However, if not handled properly, they can pose serious safety risks. Today, we will discuss the 

importance of electrical disconnects, best practices for using them safely, and what to do in case of an 

emergency. 

Why Are Electrical Disconnects Important? Electrical disconnects serve two crucial purposes: 

Safety: They provide a way to de-energize electrical circuits, preventing electrical shocks and hazards to 

workers. 

Maintenance: They allow maintenance personnel to work on equipment safely by ensuring power is cut 

off. 

Best Practices for Electrical Disconnects: 

Identify the Disconnect: 

Ensure you know the exact location of the electrical disconnect associated with the equipment you're 

working on. 

Verify the disconnect is in the OFF position before starting work. 

Lockout/Tagout (LOTO): 

Always follow LOTO procedures when working on electrical disconnects. 

Lock and tag the disconnect to prevent accidental re-energization. 

Use Proper PPE: 

Wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) for electrical work, including insulated gloves and 

safety glasses. 

Inspect the Disconnect: 

Before use, inspect the disconnect for any signs of damage, wear, or corrosion. 

Report any issues to your supervisor for immediate repair or replacement. 

Maintain Clear Work Area: 

Ensure the work area is dry and free from any potential hazards like water or flammable materials. 

Understand Voltage Levels: 

Be aware of the voltage levels involved in the electrical system you are working on, and ensure your 

equipment is rated for that voltage. 

Communicate: 

Coordinate with other workers to ensure everyone is aware when electrical work is being performed. 
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Maintain open communication with a designated observer when working on energized electrical 

systems. 

Emergency Procedures: 

Electrical Shock: 

In case of an electrical shock, do not touch the victim without ensuring the power is off. 

Call for emergency medical assistance immediately. 

Electrical Fires: 

Use appropriate fire extinguishing equipment (CO2 or dry chemical) for electrical fires. 

Evacuate the area if the fire cannot be controlled. 

Conclusion: Electrical disconnects are essential for electrical safety and maintenance. Always follow 

proper procedures and prioritize safety when working with them. If you have any doubts or concerns, 

consult with a qualified electrician or supervisor before proceeding. Stay safe and protect yourself and 

your colleagues from electrical hazards. 
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